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Grant Guidelines
2017-2018

The Regional Artist Project of Northwest North Carolina Grants Program is a partnership 
between the arts councils of Alleghany, Ashe, Watauga, and Wilkes Counties and the North 
Carolina Arts Council.  It is intended to provide project support to a broad range of visual, 
performing, literary, and inter-disciplinary artists that will have a significant impact on the 
advancement of their career.

ABOUT THE PROGRAM: 
Regional artist applicants are exceptionally talented individuals pursuing their career in the 
arts and have completed the basic education in their respective art form.  The Regional Artist 
Project provides financial support to developing professionals by funding a project pivotal to the 
advancement of their careers as artists. Regional Artist Grants are intended to fund a particular 
project that will conclude by June 15, 2018. Grant awards generally range from $250-$1000.

ELIGIBILITY: 
Applicants must currently reside in Alleghany, Ashe, Watauga, or Wilkes County and must have 
maintained residency in one of these counties for the year immediately preceding the application 
date. Applicants must be at least 18 years of age and cannot be currently enrolled in a degree or 
certificate program. Previous award winners cannot apply in consecutive years.

SELECTION CRITERIA:
Generally the selection criteria should include:
1. Overall excellence of the artist’s work and demonstration of exceptional talent.
2. Serious professional commitment to art form.
3. Contribution of the proposed project to advancement of the applicant’s career
4.  Feasibility of the proposed project.

FUNDABLE PROJECTS: 
The Regional Artist Project Grants might include funds for expenses in the following areas:
1. Promotion/Presentation:  the cost of producing a demonstration tape for a composer,  a 		
	 video cassette for a choreographer, a portfolio for a graphic artist, editorial assistance for 		
	 a writer, brochures, promotional slides, etc. 
2. Travel:  to specific workshops, retreats, or seminars for further study, travel to gather 		
	 information intrinsic to an artist’s form, etc.
3. Services:  rental of equipment or facilities for the presentation of a new work.
4. Supplies:  purchase of supplies and materials necessary for the completion or production of 	
	 a new work which is deemed by the artist to be an essential work in his/her career.
5. Training:  advanced study or coaching that will enhance the artist’s abilities.

Please note:  If your project is in the area of Arts & Education or Arts & Healthcare, make 	
sure the project most directly benefits you, the artist, and not the others benefiting in your 	
project. 

APPLICATION PROCEDURE:
Application forms and assistance are available from local arts councils. Contact Gary Medley 
(Alleghany, grassrootsofAlleghany@gmail.com), Jane Lonon (Ashe, 336-846-2787), Cherry 
Johnson (Watauga, 828-264-1789), or Wilkes County at 336-667-2841 for more information.	                         



Applications will be reviewed by judges and a Selection Review Panel from all four counties.  Incomplete or 
late applications will not be considered.  Do not staple or bind applications, use paper clips. You are encour-
aged to type your application; handwritten materials are less competitive.
Submit 13 copies of the following items:
1. Application form
2. Narrative. Include project description and how it will impact your career.
3. Detailed project budget showing how the requested grant will be used.  (A dollar for dollar     	      	
	   match for the grant is not required but indicates a serious commitment to the project.)
4. Resume (maximum of 4 pages)
5. Up to three letters of recommendation from persons with qualifications in the arts who know 			
    your work and support your proposed project.  At least one letter of recommendation is 			 
	   required from all applicants.  Relatives or other persons directly benefitting from this grant 			 
    may not serve as references. These letters should address your excellence as an artist.
Collate and assemble these items into thirteen separate packages in the order listed. Please 3-hole punch all 
pages. Items not punched will not be included in the Panelists’ notebooks.

Include the following in order:
1. Documentation of residency (NC Driver’s License or NC ID Card) as required, 1 copy.
2. Documentation and representative work samples: You may submit materials documenting art 		
	  that you have completed in the last three years.  You may also submit reviews, programs, 
	  catalogues, manuscripts and/or
			   For visual arts: up to 10 digital images on CD, thumb drive, or photographs, 1 copy. 			 
	       Original works of art not accepted. Include a work sample description sheet with your images.
			   For film: CD, DVD or videotape, 1 copy.
			   For dance: CD, DVD or videotape, 1 copy.
			   For drama: CD, DVD audio tape or videotape, 1 copy.
			   For playwright or literature: 13 copies of manuscript (Limit of 20 pages.)
			   For music: CD, DVD, audio tape or videotape. List tracks to be listened to in priority order. 1 copy.
			   For equipment purchases: 13 copies of manufacturer’s specifications, web-page 
			   printout or catalog clipping.
			   For classes or workshops: 13 copies of brochure, flyer, or resume of instructor. Please include why 	
           this particular workshop was selected in the narrative section of your application.

You should label all pages with the following:
• Name
• Art Form
• Brief phrase describing your project

You should label all documentation with the following:
• Name
• Title of work
• Date of work
• Labels for slides and/or photographs of visual arts should also include dimensions and media 		
   of work and indicate the top of the image.
• Videotapes and audio tapes must be cued to the section to be reviewed by the panel.  No 			 
	  more than six minutes will be listened to by the panel.

Please include a self-addressed postage paid envelope for the return of slides, photos, DVDs, CDs, tapes, 
videos, or original manuscripts, or arrange to pick up your materials after receiving 
notification about your proposal.  Materials not picked up within two months will be discarded.

TIME LINE:
September 15, 2017  	Completed application packets received at Ashe County Arts Council by 5 pm
October 13, 2017  	 Notification of awards
May 15, 2018		  Progress Report to local Arts Council
June 15, 2018      	 Final Report Form due to Ashe County Arts Council


